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Background & Context 

• The European Commission DG GROW Industrial 

Forum, Alliances & Clusters head of Unit, Ulla 

Engelman -

• Clustering - Key feature of the EU Economy.  

• 3,000 clusters in Europe 

• 1 in 4 jobs and half of all exporting jobs.

• 30 national programmes in 20 EU Countries, 

• Key activities of EU clusters include cross sectoral 

collaboration, support for SMEs and 

Internationalisation of its industry members.  



Regional Technology Clustering Fund

• Enterprise Ireland – Government body responsible for the development and growth of Irish enterprises in world 
markets.

• Under Project Ireland 2040 Government identified an ambition to build sectoral clusters of Small Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) at regional level. 

• The competitive Regional Technology Cluster fund was launched by Enterprise Ireland and was open to the 
Institutes of Technology (IoT) / Technological Universities (TU) in 2019.

Objective - To support the IoT’s/TU’s to establish and develop clusters to achieve –

• Increased SME productivity;

• Drive SME competitiveness; and

• Support internationalisation activity. 
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RTCF - Progress to date

• 12 Cluster Managers in place from Sept 2020 to June 2021

• Training to date 

• Framework & network meetings.

• TCI Network

• Relationship with third level institutes are key – industry engagement.

• Clusters moving from Regional to National and international outreach. 
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RTCF Membership



RTCF Large Industry Members



RTCF Steering Groups



Cyber Ireland – MTU Cork 

9



IDEAM – TUS Limerick 
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IDEAM – TUS Limerick 
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ATiM – TUS Midlands 
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Agritech Ireland – MTU Kerry 
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Wood Connect – ATU Galway
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Killybegs Marine Cluster  - ATU Donegal 
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BORMAC – ATU Sligo  
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Workstreams
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• MedTech Cluster – ATU Galway  

• Respiratory 

• Insurance services for Med tech companies

• Engineering the South East – SETU – High Voltage worksteam & Renewable energy 

• Connected Health Cluster – DKIT

• Active and healthy ageing – Reference site
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Best Practice

RTCF Sustainability

• EU Best Practice case 
studies – ACCIO & 
Danish clusters – 6 
year minimum.

Many EU projects 
underway with industry 
partners and third level 
partners.

Delivery of Programmes
Paid Membership models 
Workstream Development 
for industry

Revenue Streams EU Projects



Enterprise Ireland
East Point Business Park
The Plaza, Dublin 3
D03 E5R6

enterprise-ireland.com
+353 (1) 727 2000
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